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Abstract:

This study discusses the complexity of the concept of urban transformation
and urban change in planning history by focusing on the urbanization
processes. The purpose of this study is to resolve the changes in theory and
practice of urban transformation, and to reconsider diversified approaches
in urban transformation by explaining it in an inter-disciplinary manner.
Therefore; the objective of this study is threefold: (1) to explain conceptual
evolution of urban transformation in planning history with reference to
paradigm shifts, (2) to categorize theoretical developments and changes of
urban transformation in planning theory, (3) to mark the spatial
manifestation of urban transformation in planning practice. In view of that,
a typology on the periods related with urban transformation is characterized
by evaluating paradigm shifts in planning history by means of historical
analysis. In conclusion, similarities and differences regarding theories and
practices of urban transformation are debated as well as the possibilities
and opportunities in advanced studies on urban transformation are
proposed.

There is a complexity within the concept of urban transformation, in that
planning history encapsulates the issues of urban development, urban
change and urban conservation.
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The issues of urban development and change in the urbanization processes
are ignored without considering their content and are taken for granted
under a general term of urban transformation. The definition of the concept
of urban transformation in planning theory changes in each period and the
approach to urban transformation in planning practice differ from each
other with reference to the paradigm shifts in planning history. Therefore,
an in-depth reconsideration for urban transformation in urbanization
processes is required in order to resolve the change in its conceptual
definitions in planning theory, and the difference of approaches that have
emerged in planning practice. A holistic framework could be set up by
resolving the changes in the theory and practice of urban transformation in
order to ITU A|Z VOL: 8NO: 1, 10-242011-1 Conceptual challenges on
urban transformation Nuran ZEREN GULERSOY1 - 2, Ebru GURLER3 1
Istanbul Technical University, Faculty of Architecture, Istanbul, TURKEY
2 ITU, Urban and Environmental Planning and Research Centre, Istanbul,
TURKEY 3 ITU, Institute of Science and Technology Istanbul, TURKEY
Received: July 2010 Final Acceptance: April 201160 Conceptual
challenges on urban transformation 11 formulate strategic approaches
which integrate the theory, practice and method used for urban
transformation as a paradigmatic model in the planning system. Paradigm
shifts in urban planning both persistently reform the content of theory and
practice and reconfigure the context of the concept of urban transformation.
Urban transformation could be reconsidered according to three major
categories: heritage conservation, urban regeneration and redevelopment/
renewal through the ages

The ongoing process of global urbanization has shifted the discourse from
‘developmental mechanistic’ towards ‘sustainable and ecological’ view.
Global cities must also transition toward more dynamic, sustainable,
healthier and smarter futures. However, the supportive transition theories,
trajectory agendas, methodologies and pathways are currently under-
Investigated.
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This introductory paper provides an overview of the twenty-seven papers
included in this special volume, with the objective to document the key
lessons learned and to catalyze theoretical dialogue about the evolution of
smart cities, healthy cities, eco-cities, and regenerative cities. These authors
reviewed how these aspects of evolving cities are measured, monitored and
Implemented across different geographic, time and cultural contexts. After
reviewing and mapping the obstacles and enablers in implementing
transitions towards smarter, healthier, sustainable, regenerative, post-fossil
carbon, urban societies, the authors of this introductory article provide
insights into practical pathways and examples of best practices of their
implementation in multiple social, cultural and climatic contexts.
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Conclusion:

Urban Transformation, grounded on the intersection of urban development,
and urban change are diversified by evolving in urbanization processes and
the methods of evaluating urban transformation in urban studies are also
changed. Urban transformation is explained by urban development and
urban change by outlining urbanization processes in planning history
(Roberts & Sykes, 2000) and paradigm shifts (Alexander, 1984) resulting
from the non-existence of a single explanatory theory on the concept of
urban transformation (Hillier & Healey, 2010). Paradigm shifts, which
arise from an interaction between the philosophy of science and the
philosophy of planning, not only make up the concept of urban
transformation but also set up different theories, practices and methods on
urban transformation in consecutive paradigmatic periods.

Therefore, urban transformation is reconsidered according to differentiating
criteria within a general framework, both internationally and within
Turkey. The organizational level of urban transformation could be
considered as a basic difference resulting from urban processes shaped by
the planning system and contingent spatial dynamics (Gurler, 2009).
Planning and management of the urban regeneration process are identified
in the diverse planning systems of the World (ENSURE, 2011) whereas the
urban regeneration process is encountered as a disjointed issue resulting
from an existing confusion on the concept of urban transformation and lack
of identification of the process in the planning system of Turkey. In
addition, urban regeneration approaches have continued to be questioned in
both the content and context of the planning system in Turkey while
integrated urban regeneration approaches have been developing on a more
innovative content and collaborative structure in different planning systems
around the World.
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The spatial level of urban transformation could be considered as a basic
similarity as a result of restructuring-oriented economic development
shaped by politico-economic frameworks (Gdrler, 2009). The shift from a
modern to a liberal paradigm puts emphasis on integrated urban
regeneration 22 ITU Al|Z 2011- 8 / 1 — N. Zeren Gllersoy, E. Grler
approaches both internationally and within Turkey (UN-HABITAT, 2011;
EU, 2011). Reconsidering the theories and practices of urban development
and change under the framework of urban transformation is inevitable as a
result of the continual paradigm shifts in planning history. In addition, each
period produces remarkable conceptual challenges while each planning
system and each potential urban space have contingent responses within the
general framework of the urban transformation process. Therefore, the
concept of urban transformation is required to be redefined both at the
organizational and spatial levels by an interdisciplinary framework. It also
could be possible to manage advanced studies into urban transformation by
focusing on the unifying theory of the strategic approach, and the practice
and method for urban regeneration process with reference to the
multiparadigmatic agenda in urban planning and conservation.

Moreover, the bridge between heritage and other contemporary issues, such
as sustainability, competitiveness and creativity, could be built by using
multiparadigmatic approaches for the urban transformation process. In
conclusion, integrated urban regeneration, which has strategic approaches,
provides opportunities for planning, managing and sustaining the urban
transformation process for future cities.

In summary, we are aware of the difficulty of controlling urban
transformations in the face of crises in Lebanese cities, given the weak role
of municipal councils and the absence of specialization during appointment
to the Higher Council for Civil Organization. It is no longer sufficient for
the city to possess not only environmental quality, but also to pursue social
justice in all its neighborhoods. We have found that the push to increase the
competitiveness of Lebanon's cities resonates only with the concept of *
innovation of approach, which in turn should contribute to the pursuit of
social equality within the cities themselves by renewing their
vulnerabilities in order to address the issues of social marginalization.
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So it can be said that the crises experienced by the areas of urbanization
and its complex fabric are not a direct reflection of the challenges of their
origin in terms of planning and organization. Another conclusion, after all
the above approaches, is that the role of civic sociology constitutes a real
contribution to the process of crisis resolution and a guarantee of
sustainable development management policies in the absence of State
organs and of schemes that take into account the phenomenon of urban
expansion and its social needs.

Measuring environmental quality and successfully clinging to standards
and correcting indicators in global trials and studying the extent to which
they can commit to achieving the international commitments they have
signed requires standing up to the experiences of global and Arab cities.
This has been assisted by the extraordinary and comparative investigative
approach. Aside from identifying patterns of innovative planning
approaches and relevant legislation in order to secure the incubating
environment of the modern concept of sustainable development.
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